MARCH 17, 2024 L T
FIFTH SUNDAY ;/ taking

IN LENT e faith
home

M

Jesus is revealed to the whole world.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday John 12:20-33 The hour has come
Monday Jeremiah 31:31-34 A new covenant

Tuesday Hebrews 5:5-10 Jesus as a high priest
Wednesday 1John 4:7-12 God is love

Thursday Numbers_ 12:1-¢ Aaron, Miriam, and Moses
Friday Acts 7:54-60 The stoning of Stephen
Saturday Psalm 51:1-12 - A prayer for cleansing
Sunday Mark 11:1-11 Jesus enters Jlerusalem

---------------------------------------------------------------

They [some Greeks] came to thp, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,
and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” John 12:21 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING

---------------------------------------------

A Prayer for the Week:
Loving God, may your power and glory be seen in Jesus’ death and resurrection that all the world
may know of the depth of your care. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Dear God, we thank you for this gift of food that we may be given strength and courage to follow
you all the days of our lives through Jesus Christ. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May you see and hear of God’s love for you,
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Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your life.
CARING CONVERSATIONS G
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
e Who is a famous person you would like to see? Why?
4 Where and how do you see Jesus in the world today?

Read: John 12:20-33.

Greeks, that is, non-lews and people who represent the larger world beyond Galilee and Judea,
want to see Jesus. This is an example of John 3:16, “for God so loved the world.” Now is the
time for Jesus as the Son of Man to be revealed to the whole world in glory. What does that
reveal look like? The answer is death and resurrection described through a grain of wheat that
must die in order to rise and bear fruit {v. 24). We, too, want to see Jesus and would love to
hear a heavenly voice that points to Jesus among us. What we do see and hear is & community
of faith that follows Jesus into the warld. Through the work of Philip, Andrew, and all others
who serve and follow Jesus, the message of his death and resurrection reaches the whole
world.

Discuss: How do we as followers of Jesus make him known through our lives?

Pray: Eternal God, help us tosee Jesus in the world and be seen and heard as his followers
who serve him and give our all for the sake of your love for the world. Amen.

SERVICE &%

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you help others experience the love and mercy of God?

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS &

.................................................

The cross is an ancient symbol of the Christian faith. It reminds us Jesus died that we may live
with God forever and is a reminder of a way of life for lesus’ followers. Light five candies of the
seven votive candles shaped like a cross being used for Lent. Sit in silence for a moment while
looking at the cross.

Then pray: Dear Jesus, help us to see you In your suffering and death that we may glorify you
through your cross and empty tomb. Amen.
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