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Adult: 
9:30am   Coffee in White Chapel  
9:30am   Breakfast & Bibles at Henry G’s  
9:45am   Dr. Lacy Bible Class in Dunham Room 
 
Youth:   
9:30am   Breakfast & Bibles at Henry G’s  
 

Worship Service at 11:00 am and  
Live broadcast on WDNE, 1240am 

December 2017 

Drawing on our heritage, centered in Jesus Christ, looking to the future;  
Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church reaches out with the Gospel to our community and the world. 

Dear DMPC Family, 
 
 Crazy how in nature's season of cold and dark, faith 
reaches out to turn the lights on. Whether we're lighting 
candles or putting up lights on rooftops and trees, this is a 
Season of Light. God creatively said one dark night long ago, 
"Let there be light!" And he started counting off the days, 
morning and evening, first day, second day.  At Advent each 
year, we join in and count again with God, and decorate the 
night with lights.  
 I heard that early Advent wreaths were wheels off 
wagons. It's time again "to take a wheel off the wagon of  
our fast-paced schedules" and set out the candles that will 
light our Christmas prayers as we seek to "recalibrate" and 
"reset our inner clocks" to begin faith's journey to the  
Christ-child again anew. So, light those candles when you're 
all alone, and when your family gathers, and in the assembly 
of believers. 
 I pray that God's light will shine for you in deeply personal 
ways and shine through you to others in deeply meaningful 
ways. Lift up your light and pray, for you know the places in 
your own life, your own heart, where you long for God's light 
to shine. You know the needs of loved ones, family, friends, 
co-workers, and...the places that this light needs to shine for 
them. And you also know the places of darkness in our world 
that you would lift up to this light. So pray for those dark 
places with faith that reaches out to turn the lights on.  
 Light faith's candles of hope, peace, joy, and love for your 
little corner of this world that needs so very much to see the 
light of God in your eyes.  
  
Grace & peace, 

Peter 

Monthly  
Manna 



 Buckwheat Breakfast...       December 2, 2017 @7am 
It’s that time of year! Be sure to mark these dates on your calendar. 
December 02     January 06     February 03     March 03     April 07 
          

Actions from the November Session Meeting… 
1. The Session welcomed the Rev. Robin Ray from the Bridgeport Presbyterian Church                              

who was here on behalf of Presbytery conducting a Triennial Visit. The Session discussed 
joys, concerns, prayers and celebrations regarding our ministry together. This pastoral visit  

     from the Presbytery was very well received. 
2. The youth of the church will be doing a Christmas program during worship on  
    December 10th. 
3. The Finance Committee report shows that income and expenditures are on track or better           
    than projected for the year. 
4. Christian Education reported that there will be youth liturgists on a monthly basis  
     beginning in December and that youth will be doing the Advent readings during Advent. 
5. Witness Service reported that Christmas baskets will be assembled and distributed   
     on December 17th. 

 
WELCA Annual Christmas Bazaar...      December 2, 2017 
This will be held at the Holy Trinity Lutheran Church located at 302 First Street.  
The Bazaar will begin at 9am. The Ladies of the Church will provide soup & 
sandwiches for lunch beginning at 11:00am. Lunch may be eaten there or 
carried out.  Please stop by and see all the goodies they have for sale! 

 
Tree of Lights…                December 3, 2017     
The lights will be lit on December 3rd, the first Sunday of Advent, and will continue to shine 
through Epiphany on January 6th. The forms are on the table in the White Chapel.  
Lights are $5.00 each and benefit the After School Program. 
 

Lessons & Carols…                December 7, 2017 @7:00pm 
The D&E College Concert Choir will once again be presenting this popular program of the 
Christmas season.  Rev. Laura Brekke will be offering the evening meditation. A reception  
will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Cookies for the reception may be left in the kitchen the  
week of December 5th. Please mark the containers so we know where they go. If you  
would like to participate by donating, helping set up, serve, or clean up, please contact  
Mina Cupp at 636-4507 or Sonja Corbin at  636-4073. 



 

 

The Chrismon Tree… 
 Last Advent season as the Presbyterian Women were thinking about putting the  

Chrismons on our tree, we realized that many members of our church are new and have  

no idea what those beautiful gold and white decorations mean or symbolize – even some 

long time members had no idea of their meaning. For three Sundays in Advent an 

explanation of some of the Chrismons was given during the children’s message and then 

the Chrismons were put on the tree. We heard many positive comments about this so we  

decided to do it again this year! The tradition of putting Chrismons on a tree was begun in 

1971 by Frances Kipps Spencer, daughter of the pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of the Ascension in Danville, Virginia as a way of reflecting her Christian faith on the  

Christmas tree. She began creating Chrismons or ‘Christ monograms’ and this tradition  

has grown all over the country.  

 In 1979, Davis Memorial had its first Chrismon tree with  

Chrismons made by the women of the church under the capable 

leadership of Kitty Kyle. This brings us to Advent 2017. Once again, 

during three Sundays in December, four Chrismons will be explained 

during worship and then placed on our tree. A special Chrismon will 

be placed on our tree Christmas Eve! We hope you enjoy learning 

more about our faith through these beautiful Chrismons.    

 

 
Poinsettias... 
The PW Decorations Committee will be decorating the sanctuary with white poinsettias. 
You will find a form on the table in the White Chapel to purchase a poinsettia in honor  
or in memory of a special person. Place the form, along with your payment, in the box,  
or you may contact the church office. 
You may also make a donation to the PW Scholarship Fund in lieu of a poinsettia. 

 
Christmas Food Baskets... 
The Witness Service Committee will be providing Christmas food baskets to those in need 
during the holiday season. Candy canes are being distributed to the church. On the candy 
canes are items that are needed to fill the food baskets. If you took a candy cane, please 
bring your items to the church by December 15. The baskets will be distributed Sunday,  
December 17th, after church. If you or someone you know is in need of a basket please 
contact John Talbott or Ann Macomber (304) 636-8847 or call the church office. 
 

Our first tree in 1979 

tel:(304)%20636-8847


 
 

PW Thanksgiving Gathering... 
 The DMPC Presbyterian Women held their 2017 Thank Offering at their Thanksgiving 
Gathering recently, using the theme,  “For the Healing of the Nations”. This was taken from 
Revelation 22:2b, “On either side of the river is the tree of life, and the leaves of the tree 
are for the healing of the nations.”  A wonderful dinner of turkey, dressing, and mashed 
potatoes and gravy was enjoyed by the entire congregation and members of Holy Trinity 
Lutheran Church. Following dinner, Linda Rudy, Co-Moderator of PW, welcomed those 
attending and Sue Chenowth presented Dana Marzolf with an Honorary Life Membership, 
which honors faithful service to women’s organization and to the church. The Thank 
Offering collected will be going to fifteen life changing  ministries around the world, as a  
thank offering to our Lord.   
 Brenda Hermanson introduced Cathy McMenamy, who gave a program on her recent 
visit to China, as part of a Pearl Buck tour. Cathy showed beautiful pictures of the cities     
the tour group visited, the Chinese people and old city architecture, emphasizing the 
beauty of the Chinese people. 
 Judy Guye, Co-Moderator, thanked Mark Armentrout as pianist and Circle #2 and the 
Coordinating Council as hostesses. Presbyterian Women welcomes all women to join one  
of the Circles that meet monthly for Bible study and fellowship. Please call Judy Guye for 
more information about the Circles at 304-636-4763.   
 

 

 

 
 

Sue Chenoweth presents  
Dana Marzolf with her 

Life Membership 



 Scholarship Awards 2017... 
The DMPC Women’s Scholarship was originally the Minta Hopkins Ogilvie Scholarship 
established in memory of the wife of George Ogilvie, a former pastor of the church. This 
scholarship is given annually to a high school graduate enrolled in a college or vocational 
program. The Women’s budget funds one $500.00 scholarship. We are happy to announce 
that this year we again are able to give scholarships to more than one recipient due to the 
donations given over the year to this program. Recipients are: 
 
Levi Fath, son of Rick and Tracy Fath and grandson of Sue and Holt Chenoweth.        
  Levi is a Junior majoring in Geology at WVU. 
Emily Caplinger, daughter of Jeff Caplinger and Thelma Caplinger and granddaughter of  
 Hope and the late Fred Caplinger.  Emily is a Senior majoring in Political Science at 
 Marshall University. 
Katie Varchetto, daughter of Pat and Monica Varchetto and granddaughter of Judy Guye 
 Swanson.  Katie is a Senior majoring in Theater Arts and a minor in Mathematics at  
 D&E College. 
Jacob White, son of Bryan and Kim White and grandson of Sue and Holt Chenoweth.  
 Jacob is a Freshman at WVU. 
Emma McDougal, daughter of Seth and Candace Maynard and granddaughter of  
 Fay Maynard.  Emma is a Freshman majoring in Theater Arts at D&E College. 
  
We are blessed that these recipients are “children of 
Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church”, active and faithful 
members of Sunday School and the Youth. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mitten Tree... 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated mittens, hats, and scarves 
to this most worthy cause.  A special thank you to Molly Busch for her 
knitted scarves. This year we donated over 50 items to the Children’s 
Advocacy Center, the Homeless Shelter, and Women’s Aid In Crisis.  
They were greatly appreciated and will be distributed to children  
and parents in need throughout our area. 

Jacob White, Emma McDougal, and Emily 
Caplinger accept their scholarships from 
Judy Guye Swanson. 
Katie Varchetto and Levi Fath were unable 
to attend 



 Holy Trinity Lutheran Church December News Corner… 
 
We would like to thank all of the people who made our 500th Reformation Celebration a 
huge success. A special thank you to Chip Ramsey for making the place mats, Jane Hazer  
and Brenda Ramsey for the decorations, the Women of the ELCA for the delicious German 
meal, Greg and Nancy Schumacher for the information on Martin Luther, Aarons Rent-a-
Center for the 75-inch television, Tygart Valley Distributors for the beer, and The Elkins Inter-
Mountain for the articles. 
 
The Women of the ELCA will hold their annual Christmas bazaar on Saturday, December 2 
from 8:00am to 1:00pm. Lunch consisting of several kinds of soup, hot dogs and ham salad 
or cheese salad will be available at 11:00am to eat in or carry out. Crafts, plates of cookies 
and a variety of items will be available. 
 
Our congregational meeting was held on November 19, 2017. Charles Spanitz and Nancy 
Schumacher were elected to serve on Church Council. We wish to thank Steve Schumacher 
for serving as the council secretary for the last eight years. The 2018 general budget is 
$45,250 and the property budget is $48,800. 
 
We will collect the following items for the Randolph County Homeless Shelter during the 
month of December: wash cloths, towels, hair brushes, combs, tooth paste, tooth brushes, 
socks, men’s underwear (sizes 32 thru 36), and other personal care items such as deodorant. 
 
Church Council will meet after church service on December 10, 2017. 
Women of the ELCA will not meet in December. 
 
Our candlelight Christmas Eve service will be held at 5:00pm on December 24, 2017. 
 
Mr. Dennis Calain passed away unexpectedly on November 17, 2017. Please keep Patty and 
her family in your prayers. 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO Ruth Whitesel on December 24! 
 
Please remember in your prayers: the family of Dennis Calain, Mary Beck Kisner,  
 Arlene Williams and Barbara Schulz. 
 
 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
1      Elliot Harper 
1      Julia Ann Varner 
4      Naomi Cassells 
5      Robin Mams 
9      Mary Emily Anger 
10    Shirley Young 
12    Steven Corbin 
15    Deborah Cook 
15    Walt Lesser 
15    Ed Riemenschneider 
16    Chrissy Starcher 
17    Ginny Rast  
18    Sam Talbott 
19    Virginia Cassells 
20    Robert Miller 
22    Mary Hill 
23    Mitchell Price 
23    Jacob Riddle 
24    Mark Talbott 
25    Sabrina Jones 
26    Fritz Corey 
26    Chrisantha Hermanson  
27    Bronwyn Bear 
28    Deborah Bush 
28    Wilma Miller 
30    Richard Legg 
 

 

 

 

December 05    Greg & Anita Jones 
December 23    Gary & Mary Moden           

Don’t forget! 
 

Dec. 10  6:00—7:30pm  Youth Groups 

 
Dates to Remember… 
Every Monday   6:30pm Boy Scouts 
Every Tuesday   6:00pm Girl Scouts 
Every Wednesday    7:00pm    Al-Anon 
 
Dec. 02  7:00am  Buckwheat Breakfast 
Dec. 03  7:00pm Elder Orientation 
Dec. 05  5:30pm Capital Gifts 
Dec. 05  6:30pm D&E Choir Christmas Dinner 
Dec. 06  4:00pm Rehearsal for Lessons & Carols 
Dec. 07  7:00pm Lessons & Carols 
Dec. 10      11:00am Youth in Worship 
    6:00pm Youth Groups 
Dec. 11  6:30pm Session 
Dec. 14  6:00pm Christmas Recital (Mary Jane) 
Dec. 24  5:00pm Christmas Eve Service at HTLC 
   7:00pm Christmas Eve Service at DMPC 
December 25   Christmas Day  (office closed) 
 
January 01    New Year’s Day (Office closed) 
Jan. 03  10:00am PW Coordinating Council 
Jan. 06    7:00am Buckwheat Breakfast 
 
 
 

Christmas Joy Offering…            

The Christmas Joy Offering provides assistance for  
those who have dedicated their lives to the service of 
the church and supports leadership development and 
education at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools 
and colleges. 
   Envelopes for the Christmas Joy Offering will be in  
the bulletins on December 10th and the 17th.  



 

 
Minister Rev. Dr. Peter A. Vial 
Director of Music Dr. Melody Meadows 
Assistant Organist Mark Armentrout 
Church Secretary Marsha Gardner 
Clerk of Session  Mark Armentrout  
Treasurer Dr. Larry Wing 
After School Program Monica Varchetto 
Chi-Rho Youth Group Ginny Rast 
Kids Club Sarah Gustafson 
Church office 304-636-2788 
Peter’s Cell 304-621-8282 
Vial e-mails minister@dmpc.org 
 tinamvial@gmail.com 
 

Join us on Facebook!  Join the Group “Davis Memorial Presbyterian Church” to receive current  
announcements, discuss topics, see our growing photo gallery, and generally stay in touch.   

CIRCLE MEETINGS 
 

CIRCLE 1 Brenda Hermanson & Mina Cupp, Chairs 
 Dec. 14 @1:30pm at Keitha Wing’s home 
  
CIRCLE 2 Judy Guye Swanson & Linda Rudy, Chairs 
 Dec. 13 @11:00am at Judy Guye’s home 
 for Christmas Luncheon 
  
 CIRCLE 6 Holly Hughes-Reilly, Chair 
 Dec. 13 @7:00pm   place TBA 
 
 
  

If you need a ride to get to our Sunday morning  

Worship Service, please call the Church Office at  

304 636 2788 and we will ask a Church member  

to pick you up. 
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